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16 facbippafbl Ka3aK-KaiMaK KaTbIHacTapbl

HypaaH Amebifaes
mapux FolabIMOAPbIHbIK KAHOUAAMbI, MPOMeECcop, HemeKwi FolabiMu Kbiamemkep, KazakcmaH
PecnybaukaceiHbiH OpmansiK MeMaekemmik Mypaxcalibl; AIMamel Kaaassik Mypaxcalivl,
Aamamel, KasakcmaH

Makana XVI facbipgafbl Ka3aK-Ka/JIMaK KaTblHACTapblHa apHanfaH. 3epTTeyre apHanfaH matepuangap OpTa facbip-
Aafbl WbIFbIC MYCbIIMaH aBTOPAApPbIHbIH, ManimeTTepi Heri3 60a4bl. HyMbICTbl KOPbITbIHABINAW Kene, aBTOP COHFbI
opTafacbipnblK OpTanbiK A3uagarbl eki ipi Kewneni XxanbIKTapAblH, KapbiM-KaTblHACbIHbIH, Tapuxbl XVI facbipabiH,
20-xbingapbiHaH 6actanagbl gereH TysKbipbiMmFa Kenegi. Ocbl 80 »bin iwiHae, XVI facbipablH asfbliHa AeiiH 6yn Ka-
TbIHACTAPAbIH, cUNaThl Kypaeni 6onapl. Keinbip keseHAe KaIMaKTapAblH KeKenereH TonTapbl Ka3akTapMeH OAaKTa-
CblIM, CbIPTKbI KywTepre 6ipirin Kapcbl Typca Aa, kebiHe xaynactbikTa 60nabl. Keilge Kanmaktapabin, 6ip 6eiri Ka-
3aKTapablH canacu ogakTachl 60/ibin KaHa Koimai, Kasak memnekeTiHiH, 6buneywinepide, atan aiTkaHga Tayeken
XaHfa 6aFbIHbIWTHI.

Kap:binanablpy Kesi: Makana «YnkeH AnTai» TYpKi-MOHFON anemi aTTbl ANTali MEMNEKETTIK YHUBEPCUTETIHIH, Mem-
NEKETTIK TancblpMachbl aacblHAA AalblHAANFaH: Tapux NeH Kasipri 3amaHaarbl 6ipaik neH apTypainik (oba Hemipi —
748715F.99.1.BB97AA00002).
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Ka3zaxcko-kanmakckue oTHoweHua B XVI BeKe

HypnaH A. Ambizaes
KaHOudam ucmopu4yeckux Hayk, npogeccop, 8edyuuli Hay4yHbili compyoHukK, LleHmpanoHebil
2ocyoapcmeeHHbili my3eli PK; Myseli 2zo0poda Anmamei, Aamamel, KazaxcmaH

CTaTbA NOCBALLEHA Ka3axCKO-Ka/IMaKCKMM oTHowweHuam B XVI Beke. MaTepuanamu ansa uccnefoBaHUA CTanu CBeAeHUs
BOCTOYHbIX MYCYy/IbMaHCKMX aBTOPOB CpeAHEeBEKOBbA. B 3akntoueHne paboTbl aBTOP NPUXOAMUT K BbIBOAY, YTO UCTOPUA
B3aMMOOTHOLLEHUI ABYX KPYMHbIX KOYEBbIX HApPOA4OB Mo3aHecpesHeBeKkoBol LieHTpanbHoi A3un HauuHaeTcs B 20-e
rogbl XVI Beka. Ha npoTaxeHuit atux 80-neT, Ao KoHua XVI BeKa, xapakTep 3TUX B3aMMOOTHOLWEHWUI Bbin CIOXHbIM.
Bonbluyto YacTb BpEMEHW OHWM HAaXOAMIUCH BO BPaXKAeOHbIX OTHOLLEHUAX, XOTA B HEKOTOPble NepUoAbl OTAENbHbIE Fpyn-
Nbl KaJIMaKOB 3aK/toYann COK3 C Ka3axamu U BMecTe NPOTUBOCTOAIN BHELHUM cuaam. MHoraa YacTb KaamaKkos bbina
He TONbKO NOUTUYECKUM COO3HMKOM Ka3axoB, HO M HaxoAmMNach B NOAAAHCTBE NpaBUTeNelt Ka3axcKoro rocyaapcrea, B
YyacTHoCTU Tayekenb-xaHa.

UcToUHMK PuHaHcMpoBaHua: CTaTbsA NOArOTOB/MEHA B pamKax roc3agaHua ANTalicKoro rocyfapcTBeHHOro yH1Bepcuteta
TIOPKO-MOHTIO/IbCKMIA MUP «BoNbLIOro ANTas»: eAMHCTBO M MHOroo6pasue B UCTOPUM U COBPEMEHHOCTM (MPOEKT Homep —
7487150.99.1.6697AA00002)

Ana umtupoBaHua: Atbiraes H.A. Kasaxcko-Kaamakckue otHoweHus B XVI Beke. Qazagq Historical Review. 2023. Ne 1 (4),
C. 446-457 (Ha aHrn. 03.).

Introduction

Qazags and Qalmaqgs were two big nomadic peoples of late medieval Central Asia who, in the
16" century, were engaged in a fierce fight for hegemony in the territory of the Great Steppe.
While the former had to defend their ethnic territories, the latter, moving westward and south-
westward, tried to conquer the lands of the Turkic peoples, or at least to establish their control
over them.

Cut off from China and defeated in the struggle for access to the east, Oirats became a very
active force in the west and the north, i.e., in East Turkestan, the steppes of Dasht-i Qipchaq and
Central Asia, and had a significant influence on complex historical events that took place in this
area [Zlatkin 1964: 63].

In this period, the Mongolic-speaking Qalmaq groups already possessed enough war power,
though they were not as powerful as in the second half of the 17™ century and the early
18t century, when they were united in one state. The researchers have different opinions
regarding the terms Qalmagq and Oirat.

Kalmyks is the Turkic name for one of the Mongolic peoples, whose self-name is Oirats... This
word derives (probably only in folk etymology) from the verb qalmaq ‘to stay’, as if it denoted
Oirats as ‘those who stayed pagans’, — wrote Vasily Barthold [Bartold 1968: 538].2

According to the 19*"-century Buryat researcher Dorzhi Banzarov, the word ‘oirat’ was “composed
of the words ‘oy-arat’, which according to Rashidov correspond to ‘cin irgen’, i.e., “forest people””
[Banzarov 1955: 180-186].

Mongolist Vladislav Kotvich noted:

To designate Western Mongols in Russian and foreign literature, three terms are most often
used: Oirats — from Mongolian sources; Kalmyks (Qalmags) — from Muslim sources, which are

1 Ompe3aHHbie om Kumas, nomepneswue nopaxceHue 8 6opbbe 3a 8bix00bl HA Bocmok olipamel cmasnu eecbma ak-
mueHoli cunol Ha 3anade u cesepe: BocmovHom TypkecmaHe, cmensax Jewm-u Koinyaka u CpedHeli A3uu u okazanu
3HA4YUMesIbHOE B/IUAHUE HA CAOMCHbIE UCMOopuYecKue cobbimus, npoucxoduswue 8 3mom palioHe.

2 KanmbiKu — MIOPKCKoe Ha3eaHue 00HOU U3 MOH20/bCKUX HapodHocmel, camoHassaHue komopol — olipamel ... 9mo
€/1080 8bI800UMCA (8EPOAMHO, MOLKO HAPOOHOU smumonozueli) om 21a201a KAAMAK «ocmasameca», oHo 6yomo 6ol
0603Ha4aem ocmMaswuxcs A36I4HUKAMU olipamos.
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followed by old Russian sources, including archival documents; and Elutes (Oléts, Eleuths) —
from the Chinese sources [Kotvich 1919: 791].2

According to Tursun Sultanoy,

Qalmagq (Kalmyk) is the Turkic name for Western Mongols, whose self-name is Oirat; in Chinese
sources, Western Mongols are called Elutes [Sultanov 2020: 242].%

In his recent study, Canadian historian Yoo-Yup Lee has systematized information about QOirats
from various sources and examined in detail the correlation between the terms Western Mongols,
Qalmags and Oirats. In his opinion, these names are not identical and could refer to groups of
different compositions. For their contemporaries from Central Asia, Oirats were Qalmags but
not “Western Mongols,” and at the same time, not all Qalmags can be called Oirats, and the
term “Western Mongols” does not correspond to the identity of Oirats, who did not consider
themselves Mongols, nor did their neighbors [Lee 2016, 6-14].

Results and Discussion

There is an opinion in the scholarly literature that the first contacts between Qazaqgs and Qalmags
date back to the middle of the 15™ century. It is believed that the founders of the Qazaq Khanate,
Kerey and Zhanibek met Qalmags immediately after their migration to Zhetysu (Semirechye).
Bury Ahmedov wrote that in the 15" century Qalmags occupied the Chu Valley and Semirechye,
and Wais Khan tried unsuccessfully to expel them from there [Akhmedov 1965: 66]. However,
data from sources, as Klavdia Pishchulina pointed out, indicate that Qalmaqgs only carried out
raids on their western neighbors and later retreated to their territory without having a real
opportunity to gain a foothold in Zhetysu [Pishchulina 1977: 119].

Some researchers believed that Esen Buga Khan, the ruler of Moghulistan, hoped to secure
the frontiers of his state from the Qirat raids with the help of Kerey and Zhanibek’s followers.
Vladimir Moiseyev wrote:

One of the reasons that prompted the Moghulistan khan Esen-Buqa not to prevent Qazagqs from
moving to Semirechye was the hope of using their forces against Oirats) [Moiseev 1991: 13].°

This point of view appears to be wrong. The widespread opinion about the mass migration of
the ethnic groups of Dasht-i Qipchaq with Kerey Khan and Zhanibek Khan to Zhetysu does not
correspond to the truth [Atygayev 2015: 129-148]. Firstl of all, it should be considered that if the
migration had been massive, then the number of livestock among the migrating tribes would
have been significant. However, the Kozybasy area could not provide food for many livestock,
especially in winter and for a long time. Second, there are specific indications in written sources
that the number of followers of Kerey and Zhanibek was insignificant. For example, Mirza
Muhammad Haidar writes in Tarikh-i-Rashidi that Kerey Khan and Zhanibek Siltan migrated “with
a few people” [Mukhammed Khaydar 1999: 323]. A 17th-century encyclopedist, Mahmud b. Amir
Wali in his work Bahr al-asrar speaks of them only as “a group of people, worthy of recognition”
[Ibragimov, et al. 1969: 352]. Therefore, in my opinion, during their migration to Zhetysu the
followers of Kerey and Zhanibek did not constitute a serious military-political force, and they
were unlikely to be able to resist Qalmags.

3 [1ns 0603HaYeHuUs 3aMadHbIX MOH20/108 8 PYcCKoli U UHOCMpPAaHHOU Aumepamype ynompebasiomcs yauje 8ce2o mpu
mepmuHa: olipamel — U3 MOH20/bCKUX UCMOYHUKO8, KAsIMbIKU — U3 MyCYabMAHCKUX, KOMOPbLIM caedytom u cmapbie pyc-
CKUe UCMOYHUKU, 8 MOM YUCse apxusHblie OOKyMeHmbl, U 3atomel (6a16mel, eleuths) — uz kumadickux.

4 Kanamak (Kanmolk) — miopKcKoe Ha3eaHue 3anadHbiX MOH20/108, CAMOHA38aHUE KOmopbix — olipamel; 8 KumadlicKux
UCMOYHUKAX 3anadHble MOH20/bl HA3bIBAIOMCA 3A0MAMU.

> O0Holi u3 npuyuH, nobydusweli Mo2yaUCMAHCKO20 XxaHa EceH-ByKy He npenamcmeosams Ka3axam o60CHO8bI8aMbCSA
8 Cemupeybe, bbla HAOeHOa Ucrnosb308ameb UX cusbl 8 6opbbe npomus olipamos.



Nurlan A. Atygayev
Qazag-Qalmagq Relations in the 16th Century

By the mid-15™ century, Qalmags were so strong that they could easily cross the Moghul lands
and reach the Syr Darya River. For example, in 14575, a Qalmagq ruler, Uz-Timur Taishi crossed the
Chu (Shu) River, defeated the troops of Shibanid Abu-I-Khayr Khan at Sygnak and reached the
vicinity of Tashkent [Ibragimoy, et al. 1969: 168—170]. In 1459, a Qalmaq embassy passed through
Dasht-i Qipchaq and reached Timurid Abu Said [Rumlu 1389: 607].

Historians llya Zlatkin, Shirap Chimitdorzhiev, and Meruert Abuseitova believed that Qazag-
Qalmagq relations were peaceful and neighborly. In the 15 to mid-16% centuries. To prove this,
they cited Tarikh-i-Rashidr written by Mirza Muhammad Haidar [Zlatkin 1964: 67; Chimitdorzhiev
1979: 32; Abuseitova 1998: 200]. However, Mirza Muhammad Haidar wrote not about the
Mongolic-speaking Oirats, but about Moghuls who were the Turkic-speaking population of
Moghulistan:

from the time of Isan Buqa Khan till the time of Rashid Khan there had been friendship and peace
between the Moghuls and the Qazaqs) [Mukhammed Khaydar 1999: 108-109].”

Since Mongols and Moghuls were called the same (¢ 9J) in the sources, these researchers could
not fully understand who they were dealing with and turned the peaceful relations between
Qazags and Moghuls into peaceful relations between Qazags and Oirats (Qalmags) [Pishchulina,
et al. 2006: 51-58].

According to Vladimir Moiseyev, the Qazaq Khanate had to defend its right to exist in the struggle
with QOirats from the first days of its emergence [Moiseev 1991: 13]. Meruert Abuseitova also
wrote:

Wais Khan, the ruler of Moghulistan, reckoned that the Qazaq nomads would prove to be a
reliable shield against Oirat raids) [Abuseitova 1998: 200].%

However, Kerey and Zhanibek with their followers, occupied, as Mirza Muhammad Haidar points
out, the western part of Moghulistan and, naturally, could not protect Moghulistan from Oirats,
who were advancing from the areas adjacent to the possessions of Moghuls from the east and
southeast.

Its (Moghulistan’s. — N.A.) eastern frontier adjoins the land of Qalmagqs — Bars-Kul, Emel and
Irtysh), says Mirza Muhammad Haidar in Tarikh-i-Rashidi.’

Therefore, | am close to the point of view of Tursun Sultanov, who wrote:

The Qazaq Khanate from the first period of its formation was covered from Qalmags by
neighboring Moghulistan and all external blows from the southeast fell on Moghuls) [Klyashtorny,
Sultanov 1992: 286-287].1°

Mahmud b. Amir Wali mentions in Bahr al-asrar that Kerey and Zhanibek made raids on the
Qalmags [lbragimoy, et al. 1969: 353]. Probably, this information from the 17th-century author
does not fully reflect the realities of the 15% century. There are no such data in Tarikh-i-Rashidi by
Mirza Muhammad Haidar, from which Mahmud b. Amir Wali drew on his materials on the early
history of Qazags. In general, there is no reliable information about Qazag-Qalmagq relations in
the 15% and early 16" centuries. Therefore, following Tursun Sultanov, | believe that there were
no contacts between them in that period. Their possessions were divided by the lands of Moghul
tribes (Churas, Baarins and others).

% llya Zlatkin for unclear reasons dated this campaign in 1455, see: [Zlatkin 1964: 55].

7 C nepuoda UcaH Byau xaHa 0o epemeHuU Pawud xaHa Mmexdy MO20/aMu U Ka3axamu cyu,ecmeosasnu Opyxba u coenacue...
8 Balic-xaH, npasumesns Moz2yaucmaHa, paccyumsigas, Ymo Ka3axcKue KOYesbs OKAHCYMCA HAOeH HbIM WUmom om Ha-
6ez08 olipamos.

 E2o (MorynuctaHa. — H.A.) 80cmoYHas 2paHuya npuMsikaem K 3emse Kaamakoe — bapc-Kynb, Imesns u Mpmeiw.

10 Kazaxckoe xaHcmeo ¢ nepsozo nepuoda ceoe2o 06pa3o8aHus bbla0 MPUKPLIMO oM KasAMakos cocedHum Moezoaucma-
HOM U 8ce 8HewHue yoapsl ¢ 1020-80CMOKA Nadasu Ha MO20s108.
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Fig. 1. Mention of the Qazags in the work of Mirza Muhammad Haidar Dughlat Tarikh-i-Rashidi. Isfah-
an Public Library, No. 11384, Iran

1-cyp. Mbip3a Myxammeg, Xaiiaap AyFnatTbiH, « Tapux-u Pawman» eHberiHaeri Kasaktap Typasbl
y3iHai. McdaxaH KoFamaplk KitanxaHacsl, Ne11384, UpaH

Puc. 1. YnommHaHuWe o Kasaxax B Tpyae Mupsbl Myxammaga Xavigapa gyrnata « Tapux-v Pawmam».
ObuwectBeHHan 6ubnnoteka Ucdaxara, No11384, MpaH

Qazaq rulers had to face closely with Qalmagq tribes only after the collapse of Moghulistan and
the full establishment of the authority of Qazaq khans in Zhetysu. Researchers date the beginning
of the Qazag-Qalmagq confrontation differently. For example, llya Zlatkin writes that in the 1530s,
“a two-century struggle between Oirat and Qazaq feudal lords began” [Zlatkin 1964: 67]. Boris
Gurevich believed that the Qazag-Qalmagq clashes began in the second quarter of the 16" century,
when Qalmags attempted to “expand their pasture territories and at the same time make their
way to the markets of Central Asia” [Gurevich 1979: 21]. Tursun Sultanov suggests that the direct
clashes of Qazaq rulers with Qalmags belong to the period of the 1520s [Klyashtorny, Sultanov
1992: 287]. The latter opinion seems to be more correct. According to Bada’yi al-waqayi by Zain
ad-Din Vasifi, Tahir Khan, who ruled the Qazag Khanate in the 1520s, had to build a fortress at the
foot of a mountain®! somewhere in Zhetysu to repel attacks by Qalmags.

Under Tahir Khan, a Qazag-Qyrghyz alliance was formed, that existed on and off for more than
a century. Talasbek Mashrapov believes that a military alliance was established between Qazags
and Qyrghyz to resist invasions by Qalmags and other neighbors. The alliance pursued two goals:

1 The name of this fortress in different manuscripts of Bada'yi al-waqayi is written differently: Jatan, Chatan, Khatan,
Chayin, see: [Wasifi 1961: 1316; lbragimoy, et al. 1969: 181]. Although most researchers, following Alexander Boldyreyv,
believe that the name of the fortress should be read as Jatan, its exact location has not yet been established.
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First, to prevent the domination of the Moghul state in the southern and central regions of
Moghulistan —in Semirechye and the Chu Valley, which the Moghul rulers considered their
hereditary property; second, to take possession of the Syr Darya cities, which were in the hands
of the Shibanids) [Mashrapov 1989: 96].%2

To these two goals, we believe it is necessary to add a third, no less important, goal—to resist
Qalmaq raids. The Qazag-Qyrghyz union played an important role in their joint defense of ethnic
territories against external aggressors. For a long time, it successfully prevented the Qalmagqgs
from conquering the territory of Zhetysu and Qyrghyzstan.

However, the relations between Qazaqs and Qalmags during these years were not only
characterized by military-political confrontation. In some periods of history, they fought together
against a common enemy. For example, according to Akhsan at-tavarikh by Hasan-bek Rumlu
and Tarikh-i ‘Glam-ara-yi Abbasi by Iskander-bek Turkmen, in 1528 Qazaqgs and Qalmags along
with other neighboring peoples, participated in the struggle of Shibanid Uzbeks against the
Safavid (Qyzylbash) state. In the battles that took place in the Sarykamysh area of Jam vilayat, the
united army led by ‘Ubaidallah Khan was defeated [Rumlu 1389: 1175; Rumlu. Manuscript: 206;
Munshi 1387: 53].

Another report about the joint struggle of Qazags and Qalmags in this period against political
opponents is contained in Russian archival documents. In May 1535, the Russian envoy to the
Nogai Horde Danila Gubin wrote to Moscow:

They say, Your Majesty, that the Qazags are strong, and the Qalmags have submitted to them,
and Shikh Mamai and Isup and other myrzes who roam with them are on guard beyond the Yaik
on the Yeme River) [Isin 2005: 67].%

According to this message, some Qalmaq groups recognized the power of the Qazags, and
together they threatened the Nogai Horde in the winter of 1534-1535. Probably, some
Qalmagq groups at that time migrated far to the west and occupied the southern Urals and the
northwestern part of modern Qazagstan, although they did not strengthen themselves on this
territory. These data show that the history of the Qazags and Qalmags should not be considered
an eternal confrontation between the two groups of nomads.

Unfortunately, the history of Qazag-Qalmagq relations, as well as the history of the Qazaq Khanate
in the 1540s, is not reflected in written sources.

Brief information about Qazag-Qalmagq relations is recorded in connection with the events of
the 1550s!, connected with the reign of Hakk-Nazar Khan, son of the famous Qasym Khan, who
came to power in the Qazaq Khanate around 1551 [Atygayev 2007: 59]. As a result of Hakk-Nazar
Khan’s military successes, several former Qazaq territories were returned to the Khanate. At the
same time, the Qazags had to repel the attacks of the Qalmaq uluses, who made attempts to
move westward, i.e., to the southeastern and southern lands of the Qazaq Khanate. The historian
Vladimir Sanchirov believes that the Qalmags were forced to move westward because of the
defeat they suffered at the hands of the Eastern Mongolian ruler Altan Khan in 1552 [Sanchirov
1987: 16]. The Tawarikh of the Ottoman historian Seyfi Celebi contains information about the

12 Bo-nepevix, He donycmums rnpeobaadaHus Mo2os6cKo2o 20cy0apcmea 8 IoHCHbLIX U UeHmMpasbHbix patioHax Mozaosu-
cmaHa — e Cemupeysbe u Yylickoli 0onuHe, paccmampusaembix MO20/16CKUMU Npasumensamu KaK HaciedcmeeHHbll yoen;
80-8MOpbIX, 3068/100eMmb MPUCLIPAAPLUHCKUMU 20p00AMU, HaX00UBWUMUCA 8 pyKax LLlubaHudos.

13 A ckasvigarom, [ocydaps, Ymo Kasaku cusnbHol u Koamaku um nepedanucs, u LLlux Mamad u Yicyn mu uHsie Mbip3bi, Kou
C HUMU Ko4totom, cmosm 8 3acmase 3a AuKom Ha peke Ha Eme 8cto.

 The works of llya Zlatkin, Vladimir Moiseyev, Andrey Chernyshev indicate that in the middle and second half of the
16th century, the Qazaq khans gained an advantage in the struggle against the Qalmags. In support of this view, they
cite the Russian envoy Danila Gubin's report that the Qazaq khans were very strong and subordinated the Oirats to their
power; see: [Zlatkin 1964: 68; Moiseev 1991: 15; Chernyshev 1990: 35]. However, this message refers to May 1535, see:
Mctopun KasaxctaHa, 2005a: 67], and not 1570, as these researchers believed.
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Qazag-Qalmag clashes in the second half of the 16™ century. It is reported that the Qazaq ruler
Tauyekel Khan led a campaign against the Qalmags and destroyed some of their possessions. In
response, the Qalmags sent a huge army that reached Tauyekel’s yurt. When the Qazaq khan
saw the size of the enemy army, he fled towards Tashkent. The Qalmags, pursuing the Qazags,
reached Tashkent, plundered Tauekel Khan’s yurt, and returned to their possessions. The Qazaq
khan, who decided to take revenge on the Qalmags, asked the ruler of Tashkent, Nauruz Ahmad
Khan (Barak Khan), for help, but he refused to take part in the campaign, citing the large number
of Qalmags [Sultanov 2005: 257-258].

As we can see, in Seifi Celebi’s story, the ruler of Qazags is named Tauyekel Khan, but Tauekel
became a khan only around 1582-1583. Commenting on Seifi Celebi’s information, Tursun
Sultanov writes:

The Qalmags apparently defeated not the yurt of Tauyekel Khan, but that of Tauyekel Sultan,
and the Khan at that time was Hakk-Nazar) [Sultanov 1970: 48].*°

In his opinion, this was because “Seifi connected the events that took place in the 1550s with the
name of the Qazaq khan contemporary to him — Tauyekel” [Sultanov 1997: 380-381]. Vladimir
Moiseyev writes that, according to the opinion of Vasily Barthold, this attack of Tauyekel on the
Qirats (Qalmaqgs) was made in 1552 [Moiseev 1991: 14] However, Barthold has no dating of
this event; he indicates only that in 1552 Altan Khan conquered the Oirats [Bartold 1963: 96].
According to the German orientalist J. Matuz, this campaign of Qalmags to the Qazaq lands took
place between 1551/1552 and 1556 [Matuz 1970: 152]. Sultanov also writes:

Taking into account the mention of Altan Khan and Barak Khan in this story, this event should be
dated between 1552 and 1556, that is, the period from the subjugation of the Qalmags by the
Tumet leader to the death of the ruler of Tashkent) [Sultanov 1997: 380].%¢

In my opinion, the events described by Seyfi Celebi took place in 1552-1553. One can rely on the
information of the English traveler Antonio Jenkinson, who reported that in 1557 the Qazaqs were
at war with the ruler of Tashkent. And this great war, according to him, began three years earlier,
in 1554. Therefore, the Qazaq khan could ask the Shibanid Nauruz Ahmad Khan of Tashkent for
help by proposing an alliance against the Qalmags before the conflict began. It is likely that the
Shibanid refused to join forces against the Qalmaqgs because he had only recently ascended the
throne of Tashkent and had not yet assembled a strong enough army. By 1554, Nauruz Ahmad
was strong enough to become the de facto ruler of the entire Shibanid state. [Muhammadyar b.
Arab 1385: 159; Qozhamquli-bek Balkhi 2017: 745; Mukminova, Filanovich 2001: 53; Askarov, et
al. 1993: 50]. Then, according to Tarikh-i-Qipchdagri, he had 200-thousand troops [Qozhamaquli-
bek Balkhi 2017: 745]. Therefore, | believe that it is preferable to date the Qalmaq campaign to
1552-1553.

Ilya Zlatkin pointed out that Jenkinson in 1557 could not pass from Central Asia to China because
of the war between Qazaqgs and Qalmags (Oirats) [Zlatkin 1964: 68, 103]. However, the English
traveler had no such information.

At my being at Boghare, there came Carauans out of all these foresaid Countries, except from
Cathay, and the cause why there came none from thence, was the great warres that had dured
3 yeeres before my coming thither, and yet dured betwixt 2 great Countries and cities of Tartars
that are directly in the way betwixt the said Boghar and the said Cathay, and certaine barbarous
fielde people, as well Gentiles as Mahometists bordering to the saide Cities. The cities are called

1 Pazepomy Kanmakos noosepacs, no-s8udUMOMY, Usb He TeBeKKenb-XaHa, HO TeBeKKenb-CyaAmaHda, a XaHoMm 8 mom re-
puod 6bin Xakk-Hazap.

1 Yyumelgasa ynomuHaHue 8 0aHHOM pacckaze AamaH-xaHa u bapak-xaHa, amo cobeimue caedyem damuposams re-
puodamu mexdy 1552—1556 2o0amu, mo ecmo nepuodom om MOKOPEHUSA KAsAMAKO8 myMemcKum rnpedsodumesnem 00
KOHYUHbI npasumens TawkKeHma.
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Fig. 2. Qazaq khans in the Jami’ al-tawarikh by Qadyrghali-bek Qosumuly. Library of St. Petersburg
State University, MsO — 59, Ne10422

2-cyp. Kagpipranm 6ek KocbiMmynbiHbiH «}Kamuf aT-Tayapux» eHberiHgeri Kasak xaHaapbl. CaHKT-Me-
TePBYPr MEMNEKETTIK YHUBEPCUTETIHIH, KiTanxaHacbl, MsO — 59, Ne10422

Puc. 2. Kasaxckue xaHbl B Tpyae Kagbipranu-6eka Kocymynbl «Axkamum at-tasapux». bubamorteka
CaHKT-MeTepbyprckoro rocyaapcTBEHHOrO YyHUBEPCUTETA,
MsO — 59, Ne10422
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Taskent and Caskayre, and the people that warre against Taskent are called Cassaks of the law
of Mahomet, and they which warre with the said Countrey of Caskayre, are called Kings, Gentiles
& idolaters) [Morgan, Coote 1886: 90-91].

As we can see, Jenkinson wrote about the Qazaqgs’ war with Tashkent, where Nauruz Ahmad
Khan (Barak Khan) ruled, and not with the Oirats.

In the 1560-1580s, the Qalmags under pressure from their eastern neighbors intensified their
migrations to the lands of the Qazaq Khanate. Their advance went in two directions. The uluses
of Dorbet and part of the Torghuts moved westward and occupied the valleys from the Irtysh
River to the Ishim River. The second group of Qalmags, the uluses of Khoshut and Choros, moved
from Irtysh in south-western direction and occupied the lands of northeastern Zhetysu. Already
in 1587, Khoshuts roamed west of Tarbagatai along the banks of the Emel and Ili rivers. The
easternmost were the Khoits [Zlatkin 1964: 111].

The Qazags bravely resisted the invasion of the Qalmags. According to Jami‘u’t-tawarikh by
Qadyrghali-bek Qosumuly, the Qazaq sultan Ondan, son of Shigai Khan, father of the famous
ruler of the Kasimov Khanate, Oraz-Muhammad, died in one of the battles with the Qalmags.
According to Qadyrghali-bek Qosumuly, he was a brave warrior and a skilled archer. Ondan
Sultan was the main commander of the Qazaq army under his father, Shigai Khan [Qadyr-ali-
bek 1854: 165]. In an archival document, he is called the “Nogai Tsar” [Belyakov 2019: 22].
According to Qadyrghali-bek Qosumuly, Ondan died at the age of 30. After his death, he was
buried in Turkestan, in the mausoleum of Khwaja Ahmad Yasawi [Qadyr-ali-bek 1854: 165,
Qadyrgali 1997: 123]. Vladimir Vel’yaminov-Zernov dated this Qazag-Qalmaq battle to 1585
[Velyaminov-Zernov 1864: 365, 399].

With the rise to power of Tauekel Khan, son of Shigai, the position of the Qazaq Khanate was
noticeably strengthened. The Qazags were able to achieve significant successes in foreign policy?,
including relations with the Qalmags. According to Qul-Muhammad, the Qazaq envoy to Moscow, at
the end of the 16" century, Tauyekel Khan appointed his brother Shahmahmet (Shah Muhammad)
Sultan as the ruler of the Qalmags [Kireey, et al. 1961: 3]. llya Zlatkin explains this by the fact that at
the end of the 16% and the beginning of the 17%" centuries the relatively united Qalmaq state was
confronted with disunited, weak Qirat principalities that suffered defeats on the battlefields [Zlatkin
1964: 166]. Researchers rightly believe that one cannot speak of the subjugation of all Qalmags. Under
the authority of the Qazaq khan there were some Qalmaq groups that wandered in the territories
bordering the Qazaq Khanate. Tursun Sultanov suggests that, according to Remezov’s chronicle,
Tauyekel Khan subjugated the Qalmags living in the basin of the Ishim River in the 1590s, and the
main nomadic areas of the Qalmags at that time were on the Irtysh River and along Lake Zaisan
[Sultanov 2020: 244]. According to Zlatkin, under the authority of the Qazaq khan were temporarily
“the inhabitants of the possessions of the Torghut or Dorbet princes” [Zlatkin 1964: 119].

The fact of the subjugation of the Qalmaqgs was reflected in archival documents on the title of
Tauyekel Khan: he appears as the tsar of the “Kazatskaya and Kolmatskaya hordes” [Isin 2005: 202].
The Russian Tsar Fyodor Ivanovich (1584-1598), in a letter to Tauyekel Khan, wrote:

Now, by the grace of God, you have become the tsar of two hordes, the Kazatskaya and the
Kolmytskaya, and we, the great tsar and grand prince Fyodor Ivanovich, the autocrat of all
Russia, would like to receive you under our tsar’s hand with your two hordes, the Kazatskaya
and the Kolmytskaya). [Isin 2005: 201].%

17Vladimir Moiseyev, seeking to show the power of the Qazaq Khanate under Tauyekel Khan, quoted an excerpt from the
message of the Russian envoy Danila Gubin, see: [Moiseev 1991: 16]. However, this message does not refer to Tauyekel
Khan’s reign. The message is dated not 1594, but September 1536; see: [Rumovsky 1791: 276].

18 HoiHe Boxcuero Musnocmsio yHUHUAUCA ecu yapem Ha sy Opdax, Ha Kazamuykol 0a Ha Koameimckol, u Ham 6bl, ee-
JIUKOMY 20Cy0apto U 8esIuKoMy KHA30 ®edopy MeaHosu4y ecea Pycuu camodepxcyy, mebs noxcasnoeamu npuHamu nod
€800 YapbCKyto pyKy ¢ obeumu sawumu Opdamu ¢ Kazamukoro u ¢ Konmamuykoro.
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In another letter to the Russian ambassador in England, Tauyekel Khan is already named as
“Tevkel tsar of the Pegaya Horde, Kolmaki, and Kazatskaya Horde” [Isin 2005: 212].

The groups of Qalmags subordinate to Tauyekel Khan were part of his military campaigns. For
example, according to Tarikh-i Sayyid Rakim by Amir Sayyid Sharif Rakim Samargandi, Qalmaqgs and
Qyrghyz participated in his campaign to Mawarannahr in 1598 [Abuseitova, Baranova 2001: 260].

However, the subjugation of the Qalmags by the Qazaq Khanate did not last long. After the death
of Tauyekel Khan in 1598, these groups of Qalmags, as Vladimir Moiseyev writes, “refused to
recognize the authority of his successors over them” [Moiseev 1991: 17]. And at the beginning
of the 17" century, the Qalmags posed a significant threat to the eastern and southeastern
territories of the Qazaqg Khanate.

Conclusions

The history of Qazag-Qalmagq relations thus begins in the 1520s. For the next eighty years, until the
end of the 16™ century, the nature of these relationships was complicated. Most of the time, they
were hostile, although sometimes separate groups of Qalmags made alliances with the Qazags and
fought together against outside forces. At times, some Qalmaq groups were not only political allies of
the Qazags but were also subservient to the rulers of the Qazaq state, most notably Tauyekel Khan.
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