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The article examines the ethnic history of the Qazaq Alim-Kyrgyz group in the larger Qazaq ethnic association of the
Alimuly (qaz. animysasi) of Junior Zhuz (Kiwi #cy3), who lived in the Shalkar district of the Aktobe region of the Republic
of Kazakhstan. There are different views on the time and circumstances of the appearance of the Alim-Kyrgyz in the
Northern Aral region, where the local Qazags called them kipme py (‘the incoming clan’). In different periods of the Qazaq
ethnic history, there were cases when some Qazaq clans would include new Qazaqg, and sometimes also non-Qazaq ethnic
groups and call them the incoming clans. The new nomads arrived in groups (auls); sometimes they were descendants
of prisoners forcibly moved from their former nomadic territories because of military raids. In the Junior Zhuz the Kyrgyz
groups were also present in the Taz clan. During the middle of the 18" century, the Kyrgyz subclan played a significant
role in the political affairs of the Junior Zhuz. The Qazaq Kyrgyz are repeatedly mentioned in various documents from the
19t century, for example, among other Qazaq clans that paid various taxes. Written sources and Qazaq shezhire
(genealogies) speak of the inclusion and assimilation of the Kyrgyz subclan into the Qazaq ethnic structure. As late as
the beginning of the 20" century, the memory of their migration from the Semirechye/Zhetysu Alatau was preserved.
In conclusion, certain arguments are presented to suggest that the Kyrgyz arose in the Northern Aral Sea region during
the first half of the 18" century, possibly during the reign of Abulkhayr Khan in the Junior Zhuz. Kyrgyz subclan groups are
also present among such Qazaq tribes as Zhalaiyr and Naiman.
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ConTtycTik Apan Ka3aKTapblHblH, KYPaMblHAAFbI
3NiM-KbIPFbi3 PY/bIK TOODI

Pakbim A. bekHazapos
mapux fblabiMOapbIHbIH OOKMOPbI, UHHOBAUUA HIHE Fbl/1bIM HOHIHOe2i npopeKkmopbl,
KyoalibepeeH ybaHos ambiHOarel AKmebe eHipnik yHusepcumemi, AKmebe, Ka3akcmaH.

Makanaga Kiwi *Ky3giH, ipi pybl — aniMynbiHbIH KypaMblHa KipeTiH, Kasip HerisiHeH KasakcTaHHbIH, LWankap ayaaHbiHa
LIOFbIPNAHFaH dNIM-KbIPFbi3 PYNblK TOObIHbIH, STHUKANbIK WbIFY Teri ce3 6onfaH. KeprinikTi KasakTap «Kipme» gen ataraH
2NiM-KpIpFbi3aapablH, CONTycTik Apanga KallaH KaHe Kanail naaa bonfaHbl Typasbl anyaH Keskapactap 6asHaanfaH.
Kasak TapuxblHbIH KMbl Ke3eHaepiHae KaHaal aa b6ip pynapsa CbIpTTaH KOCbINFaH 3THUKabIK TONTapAbl KasakTap «Kip-
me» fen atafaHbl ManiM. COFbIC, ¥KayrepLuinik KesiHae Koafa TYCKeH TYTKbIHAAPAbIH, YPNaKTapbl Aa Kipme aTanbin, KeriH
63 angplHa pyNblK TOMKa alHanbIn, e3 anabiHa 6enek KoHbicTaHFaH. Kili Ky3 Ka3aKTapblHbIH KypamMblHAAFbl Tas PybIHbIH,
apacblHAA [a KbIpFbl3 aTayMeH KesaeceTiH Tafbl 6ip sSTHMKanbIk Ton 6ap. XVIII facblpApblH, OPTacbiHAA KbIPFbi3 PybIHAH

1 Translation into English: Zarine A. Dzhandosova, Candidate of History, Associate Professor, Head of the Department of
Central Asia and Caucasus, St. Petersburg State University.
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WbIKKaH KasakTap Kiwi »y3aiH, cascy emipiHage maHbi3abl pen aTkapfFaHbl Typasnbl manimetTtep ae 6ap. XIX facbipaafbl
9PTYPNi Ky»KaTTapAa Kas3aK KblpFbl34apbiHbiH aTaybl d/14eHelle peT Kesaecesi, apTypAi anblM TenereH esre Kasak pyna-
pbimeH bipre ge atanaabl. *Kasba aepekkesaepi MeH Kasak wekipeciHae Kbipfbi3AapablH, Ka3aK aTHUKANbIK KypambliHa
Kanai CiHickeHi Typanbl manimeTTep anTbinFaH. XX facbipAblH 6ac KesiHae onapabiH, MKeTicy AnataybiHa Kapai KOHbIC
ayaapFaHbl XKeHiHae fe mafnymatTap 6ap. Makana aBTopbl Kbipfbigap Contyctik Apanga XVIII FacbipAbiH anfaluKbl »Kap-
TbICbIHAA, WamameH Kili »Ky3 xaHbl 96inKalbipabiH, 6uniri TycbiHAa Naaa 60aFaH gereH KopbITbiHAbIFA KenreH. OcbiFaH
aTTac pynblK TONTApP ¥Kanalblp MEH HaliMaH pynapbiHbIH, iWiHAe Ae Ke3gecesi.

Cinteme acay ywiH: bekHazapos P.A. ConTycTik Apan KasaKTapblHblH KypamMblHAAFbl 9/1iM-KbIPFbI3 py/iblk TO6bl. Qazaq
Historical Review. 2024. T. 2. Ne 2, 91-103-66. (afblnwbiHwa). DOI: https://doi.org/10.69567/3007-0236.2024.2.96.103

Poposasa rpynna anamm-Kbiprbi3 B COCTaBe Ka3axoB
CesepHoro lNpuapanba

Paxeim A. bekHa3zapoes
00KMOp UCMOoPUYECKUX HAYK, MPOPEeKmMop no HayKe U UHHOBAUUAM, AKM0OBUHCKU( pe2uoHaslb-
Hbili yHusepcumem umeHu KyodalibepeeHa MybaHosa, Akmobe, KazaxcmaH.

B cTaTbe paccmaTpuBaeTcA STHMYECKaA MCTOPUA Ka3axCKOW POAOBOI TPynMbl asUM-Kbipabli3 B COCTaBe KPYMHOro Ka-
3aXCKOTO 3THWYECKOro 06beanHeHUA anumynbl (animynbl) M3 Mnaguwero Kysa (Kilwi »Kys), KOMNaKTHO NpoXXuBatoLLeit
B LLlankapckom paioHe AKTIOBUHCKOW obnactu Pecnybamnkn KasaxctaH. MpMBoAATCA pasnuyHble TOUYKM 3pEeHUA O Bpe-
MeHMN U 0b6CTOATENbCTBAX NOABAEHUA aANM-KbIprbi3os B CeBepHOM lMpuapanbe, KOTOPbIX KOYeBaBLUWE B 3TOM permoHe
Kasaxu UMeHoBaNu Kipme py (Bowweawme poaa). B pasnnyHble Nepuoabl Ka3axcKov STHUYECKOW UCTOpUM Bblaun ciyyaw,
KorAa B COCTaB Te€X MM MHbIX Ka3aXCKMX POAOBbIX FPYNM BXOAWAN HOBbIE U MHOTAA MHO3THUYECKME FPynnbl, KOTOpble
MoyYasn CPeay MeCTHbIX KOUEBHUKOB TaKoe HauMeHOoBaHWe. Ha HoBble KoueBbA OHW NPUbLIBaAK rpynnamu (aynamm),
a MHOrAa 3TO NMOTOMKM MJIEHHbIX, HACU/IbHO NPUBE3EHHbIX U3 CBOMX MPEXHUX MECT KOYeBaHWA B pe3ynbTaTe BOEHHbIX
Haberos. B cocTaBe Ka3axos MnaALwero Ky3a rpynnbl ¢ Ha3BaHUEM Kblp2bi3 NPUCYTCTBOBANN TaKKe B POLOBOM Noapas-
AeneHnn masel. ECTb cBegeHnA o Tom, UTO yxKe B cepeanHe XVIII Beka Kasaxm U3 noapoaa Kbiprbi3 Urpanun BaXKHYH posb
B MONUTUYECKON KU3HU Mnaawwero Ky3a. HeOAHOKPATHO YNOMUHAOTCA Ka3axCKUe KbIprbi3bl B Pa3NNYHbIX JOKYMEHTaxX
XIX Beka, B TOM Yncne cpeau ApYrux KasaxCKMx posos, NNaTUBLLUMX pasnyHble nogati. CBeAeHUA NUCbMEHHbIX UCTOY-
HWKOB M Ka3aXCKMX LUEXMpe (POAO0CNOBHBIX) FOBOPAT O BKAHOYEHHOCTU M aCCUMMAALLMM NOAPOAA KbIPrbl3 B Ka3aXCKyto
STHUYECKYIO CTPYKTYpPY. Mpu 3TOoM elle B Hauane XX BeKa coxpaHanacb NnamaTb 06 UX nepeceseHnn U3 cCeMmnpeyeHcKoro
Anatay. B 3aKk/t04eHNM NPUBOAATCA AOBO/bI O TOM, UTO KbIprbidbl B CeBepHOM prapanbe NOABUAUCH B NePBOI NONOBU-
He XVIIl BeKa, BO3MOXKHO B NpaBneHue xaHa Mnaaauwero y3a Abynxanpa. OgHOMMeHHble PpoAoBble rPyNMbl TaKKe ecTb
CpeAM KasaxoB poja Kanavblp U HalmaH.

Ana uutuposanua: bekHasapos P.A. PogoBas rpynna aaMm-Kbiprbi3 B cocTaBe Kasaxos CesepHoro Mpuapanba. Qazaq
Historical Review. 2024. T. 2. Ne 2. C. 91-103, (Ha aHrn. A3.). DOI: https://doi.org/10.69567/3007-0236.2024.2.96.103

Introduction

The history of the Qazaq clans remains a relevant topic for research. A characteristic feature
of the Qazags is a ramified intra-ethnic structure, recorded in oral traditions and shezhire
(genealogies), different written sources and monuments of material culture. The Qazaq ethnos
was comprised of numerous hierarchically arranged intra-ethnic groups, commonly referred to
as tribes and clans in scholarly publications. Each such conditional 'tribe' or 'clan’ consisted of
small, interconnected subdivisions and branches.

The subject matter of this article pertains to the Qazaq intra-ethnic group of Kyrgyz, which was
a member of the renowned Shekty clan of the Alimuly tribal association of the Junior Zhuz and
currently resides in the Shalkar district of the Aktobe region of the Republic of Kazakhstan.

Discussion

In the village of Aishuak, located in the northern part of the Uly Borsykkum sand massif in the
Shalkar district of the Aktobe region of the Republic of Kazakhstan, there is a compact population
of Qazags of the Alim-Kyrgyz or simply Kyrgyz clan. | received information regarding them while
participating in the Aktobe detachment of the West Kazakhstan Complex Ethno-Art Expedition
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in 2005, led by Professor Serik Azhigali, the head of the expedition. As part of the expedition,
| was collecting materials on the folk history of the shezhire of the large Qazaq tribal association
Alimuly (9nimynbl) of the Younger Zhuz (Kiwi xy3). Geographically, this region is called the
Northern Aral Sea region (Fig. 1).

During a further survey of the population, it became clear that the Alim-Kyrgyz themselves, as
well as representatives of other local clans, mostly Shekty and Tortkara, express different points
of view on the issue of the origin of the Alim-Kyrgyz.

According to some, the modern Kyrgyz in the Northern Aral Sea region are the remnants of the
tribes of the Kyrgyz Khaganate (this opinion was expressed by Zakratdin Baidosov, the Aktobe
historian and candidate of history); others believe that these Kyrgyz could have migrated or were
forcibly resettled during the times of Kenesary Khan and Karatay Sultan; according to others, the
Kyrgyz were forced to move here due to the epidemics and diseases that spread to the Tien Shan
at the end of the 18" century.

As further research has demonstrated, representatives of local Qazaq clans categorize the Kyrgyz
among the alien subclans, commonly referred to as kipme (kipme pynap, literally “incoming
clans”) in the Qazaq folk tradition.

In the Northern Aral Sea region, in addition to the Kyrgyz (kbipfbi3), the “incoming clans” include
groups named Qaraqalpaq (Kapakannak), Bashqyr (6awkypTt, ecteK), Uaq (yaKk) and Nogay
(Hofal). At the same time, the last two, although they belong to the kipme, are considered
uniquely Qazaq clans (olar ozimizdin gazaqgtar — “they are our own Qazags”).

An analysis of historical and ethnographic documents and materials revealed that one of the main
sources of replenishment of the kipme groups in Qazaq clans was, of course, captives obtained
during military campaigns and raids on their closest neighbors. These captives were then turned
into slaves. Some of them subsequently received conditional freedom and could have a family
and run a household “under a master”. Slaves could be resold, given as gifts, included in a bride's
dowry, and so on. And among them there could be representatives of almost all neighboring
peoples. As, for example, Yakov Gaverdovsky writes, the Qazags “get these unfortunates through
predation from the Russians, Qaraqalpags, Qalmygs, Persians, Zungarians and even the Chinese”
[Erofeeva, Zhanayev (comp.) 2007: 495]. This aspect of nomadic life was reflected in detail in the
codes of Qazaq steppe laws, for example, in “Zhety Zhargy” [Zimanov, Oserov 1975]. Another
option for the inclusion of the above-mentioned groups in the Qazaq environment was their
mass incorporation into certain Qazaq clans on a certain contractual basis, such as the purchase
of cattle, the services of providing troops for a campaign, in exchange for the provided territory
for nomadism. A good example of such a mass transition of representatives of other ethnic
groups into the environment of Qazaq clans, is the resettlement of the Qaraqgalpags in the 18®
century. As Pyotr Rychkov notes, the Qaraqgalpags live among the Qazags in “special kibitkas
(yurts)”. At the same time, the political events of the early 18" century forced the Qaraqgalpags to
seek refuge among the peoples of Central Asia, subjects of Russia:

Having no other refuge, they themselves left their places to live in the Kyrgyz-Kaisak uluses,
asking to be included among them [Rychkov 1999: 94-95].

Naturally, the Qazaq steppe aristocracy took advantage of this situation, including the ruler
of the Junior Zhuz, Abulkhayr Khan. It should be noted that the immediate cause of the
bloody denouement between Abulkhayr Khan and Barak Sultan was the latter's attack on the
Qaraqalpags who had joined Abulkhayr [Erofeeva 2007: 398]. Subdivisions with the name Kyrgyz
are also present in other tribal subdivisions of the Qazaq clans, particularly the Taz clan. For
example, one version of their shezhire says that Taz had four sons: Zhastaban, Sharga (LLapra),
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Abdol, Nurym (Hypbim). Abdol also had four sons: Bekquly (BekKkynbl), Zhantai, Seitimbet
(CentimberT, Kulet (Kyner):

A boy comes to Bekqul. He raised him. He named him Tunyk. He came from the Kyrgyz
[Qalbaidly 1994: 60].

Let us dwell in more detail on the history of the emergence of the Kyrgyz in the Northern Aral Sea
region. Thus, we can note the earlier existence of the Kyrgyz sub-clan among the Alimuly Qazaqgs
from the report of engineer-second lieutenant lvan Rigelman and translator Yakov Gulyaev of the
Orenburg provincial chancellery on the results of their trip to Nuraly Khan in June 1750. On June 5,
they, together with Nuraly Khan, took part

at the funeral of the deceased Chikli-Kyrgyzlar family elder Baimbet Batyr with the khan and his
two brothers, where Iset Tarkhan, Bakhtybay Biy, etc. [Kireev 1961: 514-519].

The Northern Aral Kyrgyz considered themselves Shekty-Alim by the middle of the 18™ century,
and at the funeral of their headman the Qazaq khan and his closest entourage were present.
To raise the “incoming” clan to such a status, time is needed, and it should be assumed that
the Kyrgyz could have joined the Qazaq clans, at least at the beginning or in the first half of the
18t century. In our opinion, it is also not possible to talk about their more ancient existence, for
example, in the 17%" century among the Alim, in our opinion, since this should have been reflected
in the shezhire of local Qazaq clans, in official documents, in which we still do not record them.

Alexey Lyovshin provides interesting information about the early history of the Kyrgyz:

The Chumyakey clan of the Junior Horde believes that it did not previously belong to the Kirghiz-
Cossacks, but is descended from the Turks and received its name from its khan, Chumyakey, who,
due to enmity with Chingis, seceded from him and came with his followers to the places now
occupied by the Middle Kirghiz Horde. His descendant Ayusyrym, having taken possession of the
area around the Sarasu River, gave his only heir and daughter in marriage to the son of Alim (the
founder of the Alimuly generation), which is why his subjects united with the Kirghiz-Cossacks
[Lyovshin 1996: 147-148].

We can indirectly obtain information about the existence of the Kyrgyz among the Qazags of the
Junior Zhuz later from the documents of the Khiva Khans' Archive, which were confiscated by
Russian troops after the capture of Khiva. For example, the journals of the zakat collected from
the Qaragalpags and Qazags (1869, 1870, 1871, August 1871, 1872), indicate the names of the
debtors and their clans: Aday, Alasha, Alim, Bayuly, Qazaq, Qara-Kesek, Kyrgyz (as one of the
Alim sub-clans), Kete, Qypchaq, Tabyn, Tama, Tortgara, Chekty (Shekty), Chumekey (Shomekey)
[Bregel (comp.) 1967: 278, 283].

Another such example is the report of the collegiate secretary Abdul-Qadir Subkhankulov to the
chairman of the Orenburg border commission Mikhail Ladyzhensky dated March 26, 1857, with
the appendix of an alphabetical list of the most honorable and influential “Horde men” near the
Aral fortification, in which under No. 8 Burangul Dzhangerov is described as a person “of the
Kyrgyz clan, Istek department, Chagray sub-department” [Zhanayev, B. 2006 (comp.): 193—194].
Statistician Petr Khvorostansky writes in the “Materials on Kyrgyz land use...” (1913) for the Irgiz
district, that among such large Qazaq clans of this region as Shekty, Shomekey, Karakesek,

a few representatives of other clans are scattered in different places in separate auls. Altyn
from Qazaly District, ... Uak (Middle Horde) in Qulandy Volost and Karakirgiz (newcomers from
Alatau, Semirechye Region) in Chingil Volost [Materialy 1913: IV].

The author of the early 20 century, as we see, clearly identifies them as Kyrgyz, and, moreover,
as those who came from Alatau.

According to Soviet ethnographers Veniamin Vostrov and Marat Mukanov, groups of Issyk-Kul
Kyrgyz lived among the Argyn clans of the Middle Zhuz of the Atbasar District of the Agmola
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Region in the 19t century. They were settled in the north of the Tersaqgan Volost, around
the Baluan Lake and Saskakol Lake. According to legend, these Kyrgyz clans participated
in the uprising on the side of Kenesary and after the defeat of the latter they were afraid
of revenge from their manaps, so they moved north with the bulk of the Qazaq clans and
settled in these places. They adopted the way of life and culture of the Qazags, completely
lost their language, i.e. they were completely assimilated. When asked about their ethnicity,
the representatives of this clan answer that they are Qazags of the Kyrgyz clan [Vostroy,
Mukanov 1968: 191].

Analyzing all the materials we have, it seems to us that we can make a preliminary conclusion that
the most reliable version is the one put forward, in particular, by Nikolay Aristov, who suggested
that the Kyrgyz among the Qazags (including in the territory of the Northern Aral Sea region)
and other Turkic peoples are “fragments” of the Yenisei Kyrgyz, who at the beginning of the
18" century were part of the Dzungarian state:

During the troubles and wars that marked the destruction of the Qalmyq kingdom, the Kirghiz
Volost was exterminated or split into small parts, which scattered throughout the eastern part
of the Kirghiz-Cossack steppe and Western Mongolia, joining in a few families with the Tien Shan
Kirghiz, the Kirghiz-Cossacks, the Uriankhais and, perhaps, the Altaians?. It can be assumed that
the existing Kyrgyz clans (Kyrgyz, Irgyt, Saryk) between the Sagays and Kyzyls and the Tuba Ulus
between the Nagins, on the former Kyrgyz lands, were made up not only of the Kyrgyz who did
not move, but of a certain number of Kyrgyz who fled at different times, especially after 1757,
from Dzungaria. [Aristov 2001: 191-192].

Aristov listed in detail the names of the Kyrgyz tribes (Kyrgyz, Kirghiz, Irkit, Irgyt), who were
included in the tribes of the Altaians and Uriankhais, and dwells separately on the Kyrgyz tribes
that settled between the nomadic Kundrau Tatars of the Akhtuba region, in the lower reaches
of the Volga River. These Kyrgyz groups, apparently, having fled from Dzungaria, joined the Volga
Torgouts, while merging first of all with the Turkic population of this region, the Kundrau Tatars.
He also noted that among the “Jalayirs of the Great Horde, on the Qaratal River, a tributary of
Balkhash, there is also a subdivision of “Kirghizdar”” [Aristov 2001: 192].

Some information about the inclusion of the Kyrgyz in the Qazaq clans in Eastern Kazakhstan was
provided by Nikolai Abramov. For example, in his article “The Ayaguz River with its environs” in
the “Tobolsk Provincial Gazette” (1861), as well as in “The Qaratal River with its environs” in the
“Papers of the Russian Geographical Society” (1867), he showed “a Estemis branch of the Kyrgyz
clan, including 147 kibitkas (yurts)” as part of “the Dzhanchuly-Semis of the Naiman Volost of the
former Sergiopol District” [Aristov 2001: 192].

It is necessary to mention the opinion of Professor Doolotbek Saparaliev, the modern Kyrgyz
historian, who during a personal conversation voiced the point of view that the Kyrgyz first
began to appear among the Qazaq clans in 1771 because of the “dusty campaign” (waHabl
»opbik) of the Qalmyq tribes. The latter, which presumably included Kyrgyz clans, fought
their way through the territory of Western Kazakhstan from the Edil River to Torgay River,
through the Emba River and Yrgyz River basins, the spurs of the Mugalzhar Mountains and
further to the east from January to June 1771. As researchers write, the Qazaqgs ultimately
“destroyed thousands from the flanks, drove away entire villages, and seized enormous
booty” [Qozybaev 2010: 264].

Conclusion

Thus, in connection with the above data, it should be assumed that the outflow of the Kyrgyz
from Dzungaria, obviously, began much earlier than 1757, even earlier than 1750, presumably in

2 See, for example: [Asankanov 2009: 128-135].
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the first half of the 18" century. Most likely, some of the Kyrgyz, who fled in the western direction
to Zhaiyk to the Kundrau Tatars, settled in the Northern Aral Sea region by agreement with the
Qazags. It should also be assumed that this happened during the reign of Abulkhayr Khan in
the Junior Zhuz. The latter, to strengthen his troops, attracted not only Qazaq clans from other
zhuzes, but representatives of other peoples, particularly the Kyrgyz. Our opinion is that the visit
of Nuraly Khan, the son of Abulkhayr Khan, to commemorate the headman of the Northern Aral
Kyrgyz, is a tribute to the services of the deceased to the Qazaq aristocracy, and undoubtedly
shows his authority among the local Qazags.

Based on the analysis of the above sources, it should be assumed that the Alim-Kyrgyz are
indeed an alien population of the region, and most likely they arrived in this region in the
first half of the 18" century, perhaps precisely during the period of the resettlement of other
Kyrgyz clans among the nomadic Kundrau Tatars of Akhtuba region, in the lower reaches of
the Volga River. And what is important, their migration to the territory of the Alimuly tribal
association occurred “peacefully”, compactly, with the consent of the local clans, which was
an important reason for their rapid, painless inclusion in the culture of the Qazags of the
Northern Aral Sea region.
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